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MBMOIES OF BEIGADIER-GBNBEAL JOHN" LAOBY, 
OP PBNNSYLYANIA. 

(Concluded from page 111.) 

On the arrival of the Brigade at Genl Armstrongs Camp 
my Regiment rec* Orders to proceed to the Cross Roads 
on the old York Road near the Neshameny Creek, and to 
take Post there, to which place we continued our March, 
arrived there and incamped in a Woods about half way 
between the Cross Roads and a Village called the Billit on 
the 20* of Dec' 1777. I took up my Quarters in a House 
in the Rear of the Camp, and for the first time I had slept 
in a Bead since I Joined the Regiment nearly two Months 
at New Town — ^having only Blankets spread on the Ground 
a good bead was no dispisable article at this season the 
Weather being very Cold ; but the indulgence was of short 
duration, and only served as a contrast to the viciaitudes 
which were to follow. — It was late in the evening of the 
same day of the date of the following Order when it arrived 
we had only time to get ready before the Hour arrived 
when we were to set off on the Execution of it. 

Sir 

In persuance ot Orders I have rec* this Evening from his 
Excellency Genl Washington you are to March your Bat- 
talion tomorrow morning at 5 oClock to lower end of Ger- 
mantown where you will be joined by other Troops & receive 
farther orders : One ax, is to be taken along by each Com- 
pany and all the Provision they have dressed. No Waggons 
or Baggage. Each man takes his Blankets. — You are to 
leave a small Guard at your Camp to take care of any 
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Prisoners you may have and your Baggage — If you over- 
take any Persons going or Meet any coming from Town, 
send them %vith a few men under guard to join Present 
Camp. 

I am sir 

Your obedient & very Humhle 
Sert 

John Armstrong. 
Col. Laoey 

Camp near Bartholemies 
Dec 23"" 1777 

having joined the whole body of the Pennsyl"' Militia at 
Germantown at the Hour appointed in the foregoing order 
the whole marched toward the City We drove in the 
Enemies Pickets and commenced an attack at long shot 
Avith a few field peices & small arms on a Redoubt thrown 
up by the Enemy on a nole some distance from the City in 
the Northern liberties — Our fire was returned from the Re- 
doubt by some heavy Cannon the balls of which plow* up 
the Ground about us — threw some dirt on us ; but did us no 
other harm, we retired beyond the reach of their Cannon, 
remained about two Hours under arms, when orders came 
to return to our former Camp near the Cross Roads I 
understood a corrispondent Party from the Main Array 
had moved down on the opposate side of the schoolkill; 
but for what austenciable object this movement was made, 
I never learn't no other occurence worth relating hap- 
pened during the time of this Corps of the Militia — The two 
months service longer than which they could not be re- 
tained in the field expired the last of this Month — I had 
only time to have them Mustered and paid; before they 
were discharged, every one as well ofiicers as Men tho' glad 
to be released from the ardious duty discippline of a Military 
life, seme to leave the Camp and their brother soldiers with 
evident regret. I had kept a strict discipline being always 
jjresent and partaking of every privation, equally accepting 
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of Camp fare witli them both night and Day, instantly 
checking & regulating misunderstandings on the moment 
of their appearance. The Regiment resembled that of a 
Band of Brothers & departed well satisfyed with their 
officers and in good humour with each other. 

Thiss ended the Campain of the year, 77, The main 
British Army under Genl. Howe Coobed up in the City of 
Philad"' — The American Army under Genl. Washington in 
Hutts at the Valley Forge. The tumult and noise of "War 
seme to be over. The Combatants retiring to their homes or 
other places of safety to repose for the Winter. I return to 
my Fathers in Buckingham Township, with but little hopes 
of enjoying much Comfort, as the Tories & Eefagees began 
to threaten hard against my life, and to burn my Fathers 
House and Mills. They had become bold & daring, used 
many threats and menances against the "Whigs, threatning 
great venjence against all who offered to oppose them as 
to my own part I disregarded them or their Menances but 
I was mortifyed to find the Whigs, Who had before been 
active were seeking hiding places, and some of them even 
Courting the Tories for Safety. An almost open and un- 
interupted intercourse existed between the disaffected in 
the lower part of Bucks and Philad" Counties along the 
vicinity of the River Delaware, and the Enemy in the City 
of Philad*. I had serious thoughts myself of removing 
further from the City. These were indeed the times that 
really tryed mens Souls; but before I had time to adopt 
any resolution, only being a few days at Home I rec* a 
letter from the President of the Executive Council of Pennsy=^ 
covering a Commission from that Body to me of a Brigadier 
Genl. of the Militia requiring me immediately to Join them 
Encamped near Graham Park in Philad" County. I was 
almost induced to reject the Commission, on account of the 
very great and intire responsibility the Command of the 
Militia at this time must lay me under Gen. Potter was to 
leave them, Genl. Armstrong was already gone — I was to 
command alone, no one to advise or consult with. I fore- 
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saw many and weighty occurences unavoidable, that I 
knew must happen but I did not contemplate Ninety nine 
of a Thousand I afterward experienced, or I should doubt- 
less shrunk from such an important undertaking. Had I 
been supported as the Executive Council promised with 
men and provision, the rigor of my Command would have 
been greatly alliviated, and of more use to my Country, I 
had no one to consult with on whose council I could rely on, 
my Father being from home, he had gone to the State ol 
Maryland to visit his old friend Joseph EUicott. Colo' Kirk- 
bride was in the Legislature at Lancaster, his advice would 
have had great weight in my decision, while deliberating 
on the subject I reC* a pressing letter from Genl Potter to 
come to Camp — I determined to go and consult with him 
on the subject, unfortunately for me he departed the Day 
before my arrival. I found the Camp in a deplorable con- 
dition, Major Cenl. Armstrong and Genl. Potter gone, the 
numbers of Troops reduced from three thousand to about 
six Hundred : Those lately departed left their Camp Equi- 
page strewed every where, Muskets, Cartouchboxes, Camp 
kittles and Blankets, some in and some out of the Huts the 
Men had left, with here and there a Tent — some standing 
and some fallen down. No one seeming to have the charge 
or care of them my first efibrts were made to have them 
Collected and sent off' to a place of safety, how easy would 
it have been for a few of the Enemy to have driven the 
Scattered Militia, at dififerent posts on the Roads to Philad* 
few of them not more than sixty rank & file being at this 
Camp, the distraction of Near three thousand stand of 
Arms and accoutrements here might have been easily 
effected — ^which they moust sertainly would have done, had 
they known the real situation and unprotected state they 
were in. 

Before I proceed to enumerate the occurences that in- 
sued during the "Winter of 1778 I will close the Campain 
of 77, by producing the Orders of Council to show the 
Ardent manner they injoined the Lieut and Sub Lieut to 
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execute the duty alloted them — some things will be here 

unfolded which the Lieut, got much blame for at the time, 

espessially from the Tories and disaffected part of the People, 

some of them are in print the originals will be added to 

these sheats. 

Philada April 25'" 1777. 

To Joseph Kirkbkide Esqr 
Lieut of the County of Bucks 
Sib 

Agreeably to the inclosed resolve ot Congress and with 
the advice of the Board of War, I have determined that the 
Counties of Philad*, Bucks, Cumberland, Berks and North- 
ampton send their proportion of Militia to Bristol to form a 
Camp, at or near that Borrough. The Counties of Chester, 
Lancaster and York to form a Camp at or near Chester. — 
Your County is to furnish four hundred Men to march 
immediately to Bristol, vnth as many arms and accoutre- 
ments as can be procured in the County. If the first class 
does not amount to that number, the second class are also to 
march. 

You are to procure by purchase or otherwise a Blanket 
for each man, which are to remain the property of the 
State. Money will be sent you for this purpose. If they 
cannot be purchased, they must be impressed and their 
value paid, this is to be done in a way that will give the 
least offence. You are to exert yourself to the utmost to 
comply with this Order, with all possible expidition as the 
Enemy are preparing to make an immediate attack on this 
State. 

I have the honor to be with great respect your most ob' 
Humb' Serv' 

Thos. Wharton Jr President 

Philada 11* Sept 1777. 

In Council 

As the Enemy is near at hand and this moment Ingaging 
our Army under the Command of Gen' Washington. 
Ordered, That every able Bodied Man in the County of 
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Bucks turn out with his Arms, accoutraments and Blankets, 
and that those that cannot furnish themselves with Arms, 
to take With them Axes, spades and every other kind of 
Intrenching Tools, and that Colo" Roberts, Erviiie, and 
Heller, randesvous at the sweeds Ford, and that Colo' 
Toom and M'Hwain randevous at this City. 
Extract from the Minutes 

Ty Matlack Secry} 

' Here the manuscript ends. 



